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This new year has brought new challenges that have necessitated the school 

room having to broaden the way in which we offer learning in the school 

room.  We have seen a sharp rise in young people with autism and complex 

learning needs presenting on ward.                                                                          

Traditional learning tasks did not allow these young people to access learn-

ing so we made the decision to create an alternative curriculum.                           

We reached out to Rachel (KP) and we were introduced to a range of alter-

native approaches as well as teaching and learning opportunities.  The re-

sponse has been amazing. 

K aged 14 has autism and has limited speech, 

she found the new hospital environment very 

stressful.  The introduction of a visual timeta-

ble and structure to her day helped to calm 

her and allowed her to communicate with us 

as well as her carers. We set her a range of 

activities that enabled her to demonstrate her 

knowledge and  challenge her.                                                                          

Using her newly acquired 

understanding of the     

sensory curriculum, Carly 

together with K created a 

sea scene that kept her 

calm, engaged and         

learning.    

Ocean Sensory Tray  

A aged 10 also has autism and loved tactile       

learning. Our theme was Stonehenge and this      

provided an ideal opportunity for creativity.                                                   

We encouraged Ava to reconstruct Stonehenge   

using wooden blocks and learnt maths using giant 

dominoes.  Ava also used Lego to create her own 

structure and took great pleasure in trying to build 

the tallest tower.  
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Covid restrictions have meant that we haven’t been able to 

have any outside providers on ward for  almost 2 years so we 

were very excited to welcome them back this term.   

They were equally excited to  be back and it was clear how 

much we all missed having contact with people.   

Music in Hospitals came in during Black History month as part 

of an exploration of the history of the Notting Hill Carnival.  The 

young people as well as the staff loved hearing the music.  The 

musicians were positioned on the ward so that everyone on 

ward could hear them by simply opening their doors.  It was 

lovely to see the smiling eyes over the masks and see the      

children playing their instruments along with the musicians. 

We are extremely grateful to the Greenwich Naval College for 

presenting a workshop this term as well as hosting us for a visit. 

Ellen took us on an amazing tour of the Royal Naval Museum, 

the Chapel as well as the Painted Hall.  Her history knowledge is 

mind boggling and we are really looking forward to the       

workshops we have booked for the rest of the year. 

A massive thank you to Rachel as well as Cathy who sourced and created the 

visual aids and sensory activities we needed for the alternative curriculum.   

Rachel was on hand to answer any questions as well as point us to where we 

could find resources and see the sensory curriculum in action.  This meant 

we could focus on putting our newly acquired skills into practice and get on 

with the job of teaching.  We’ve told Santa what good girls you’ve been and 

he’s promised to see what he can do.    

A special thank you to Michelle for 

your help, support and guidance.  

You have been amazing.  Your quiet 

and sure counsel has helped us re-

shape the school room and make it 

an inclusive and engaging environ-

ment that encourages young people 

to participate in learning even if they 

are not feeling well. 

All that’s left is to wish you all a … 

MERRY CHRISTMAS  AND A SAFE, HEALTHY AND HAPPY NEW YEAR 


