Summer Newsletter
Queen Elizabeth Hospital School Room
What a year the 2019-2020 school year has been!
As educators we have all faced the challenge to find the
balance between self-care and ensuring our students
get the care and support we at Newhaven provide as a
rule.
Engaging students on our return has been a challenge.
The priority this summer term have been to ensure that
students feel safe and then to re-engage them in
learning. Our curriculum has centred on making,
developing and encouraging young people to become
actively involved in activities as a way of counter
balancing sedentary on-line learning.
This term we’ve learnt about summer, grown
sunflowers and made mini beasts like ladybirds and
butterflies.
Biggest Challenge-Curriculum
The steepest learning curve this year has been accepting that in the hospital school room, school comes
second. Our clientele are unwell and education is sometimes secondary to their immediate needs, which
means we can’t plan as you would at school.
We therefore revamped the curriculum and embraced the process of education through engagement. Our
curriculum has to provide opportunities to engage students while at the same time ensuring that we broaden
their knowledge. The approach we trialled this year was selecting an overarching theme for the term and
exploring subjects and activities linked to the common theme. It has been successful and has provided us with
the opportunity to explore a wide range of subjects as well opportunities to develop and extend students
cultural heritage. Here’s how we approached the theme earth:
Lesson 1:
Oscar, aged 4, was playing with a rocket and had
no interest in coming to ‘school’. We engaged
him by exploring the earth in relation to space,
him being an astronaut and travelling into
space. We learned some facts about the earth.
He chose 5 items to take with him on his travels
and coloured in his space ship.
Lesson 2:
Two girls, both in year 4 and very eager to come
to school. They loved learning and had already
learnt about the earth at school. We had to
engage them by building on their knowledge so
we looked at more challenging fun facts about
the earth. We named the continents and
oceans. Lots of sticking and talking. (Our
greatest success was watching the warier of the
two girls come into her own and lead on the
areas she was confident in.)

The school room has regular activities each week to ensure that a wide curriculum is available. We’ve also
highlighted special days and emulated activities that young people would have been part of if they’d been at school.

One of our most successful additions to the
school week has been Art Attack Tuesdays.
The art project is based around the theme of
the week and either an artist or an object is
introduced as stimulus to inspire students.
This part of the week has also been especially
beneficial for students whose needs were
more emotional than physical.
Students have produced some stunning
pieces.

Science Wednesday has always been a fun and much anticipated part of the school room schedule. It
is usually presented by outside providers who are excellent scientists and engage the students with
their knowledge and humour.
Some of the subjects students have explored are: magnetism, density and circuits.

Playdough Recipe

During science week we
offered a range of science
based activities. One of the
most successful activities
was learning about
molecules using play
dough.

Ingredients:

The activity provided a
number of opportunities for
learning: molecules,
reading, measurements
reading, following
instructions,
exploring liquids that mix
and those that don’t.

Method

Students first made their
own playdough and then
created examples of water
molecules to demonstrate
their learning.

8 tbsp plain flour
2 tbsp table salt
60ml warm water
food colouring
1 tbsp vegetable oil

1 .Mix the flour and salt in a large bowl. In
a separate bowl mix together the water, a
few drops of food colouring and the oil.
2. Pour the coloured water into the flour
mix and bring together with a spoon.

It’s fun and easy-why not
have a go yourself.

3. Dust a work surface with a little flour
and turn out the dough. Knead together
for a few minutes to form a smooth,
pliable dough. If you want a more intense
colour you can work in a few extra drops of
food colouring.
4. Store in a plastic sandwich bag (squeeze
out the air) in the fridge to keep it fresh.

On World Book Day we chose
the book Peter Pan and ran
activities to encourage students
to engage with the book: book
extract, a quiz, treasure hunt
and craft activities. Staff
members dressed up to make
the day fun and memorable.
Carol (librarian) provided us with book day vouchers and WH Smith-Woolwich very kindly honoured
them. Being able to take a book away on the day made it infinitely better than taking a voucher.

Pancake Day was another joint
successful, messy day. Students got
to learn about the history of Lent and
Pancake Day, designed their own
pancakes and ate them too.

Storytime has become an integral part
of the ward programme. We now
regularly have a visit from the dementia
dog who is a fun addition to story time.
Can you spot him?

Staff news: Carly is on maternity leave and we wish her everything of the best. We welcome Laurence, who will be
joining the school room in September.
A number of staff have been able to come down to the school room this year which has been fantastic. We really hope
that more staff will be able to visit us or work with us on activities to ensure the school room continues to reflect the
values and ethos of Newhaven. The school room wishes you all a peaceful and safe summer.

