
Safeguarding and the Newhaven School community 

‘Safeguarding is not just about protecting children from deliberate harm. It includes a 
wide range of issues relating to pupil’s welfare, health and safety’ (Ofsted 2019). 
 

We recognise our moral and statutory responsibility to safeguard and promote the 
welfare of all pupils at Newhaven School.  This is particularly important in our school as 
we know that abuse of our cohort is significantly higher than national averages. 
Keeping adolescents safe is complicated because of their developmental stage. It’s 
important to bear in mind that risk taking is a normal and healthy aspect of 
adolescence. However, it is often out of step with the emotional maturity to manage 
impulses and assess the consequences of actions. Alongside this, as adolescents get 
older they have an increasing capacity to override the wishes and demands of family, 
authority figures and the state.   

At Newhaven School we encourage a culture of listening to children and taking 
account of their wishes and feelings in any measures we put in place to protect them. 
We are also mindful that we do not miss abusive and dangerous behaviour due to our 
high levels of exposure to it and that we treat each concern very seriously.   All staff 
and support staff know what to do if a child tells them he/she is being abused or 
neglected, and the process for making referrals.  

Ultimately we aim to provide a safe and welcoming environment where children are 
respected and valued.  Our approach is one of prevention, protection, support and 
working together. Our pastoral systems are strong and staff undertake regular 
safeguarding training in order to support all of young people across our sites. 
Mentoring is key at the Gardens site, whilst tutor time at King’s Park allows a time and 
space to pick up concerns and issues.  

Safeguarding may involve the following (but this is not exhaustive)  

• Bullying (including cyberbullying) 
• Children missing education 
• Child missing from home or care 
• Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) 
• Domestic violence 
• Drugs and alcohol 
• Fabricated or induced illness 
• Gangs and youth violence 
• Hate 
• Honour based violence, including Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) 
• Human trafficking and slavery 
• Forced marriage 
• Gangs and youth violence 
• Gender based abuse and violence against women and girls 
• Mental health 
• Online Safety 
• Peer on Peer Abuse 
• Preventing radicalisation and extremism 



• Private fostering 
• Relationship abuse 
• Sexual violence and sexual harassment 
• Upskirting 
• Youth Produced Sexual Imagery or “Sexting” 

Parents/carers have a responsibility to: 

Read the relevant school policies and procedures, encouraging their children to 
adhere to them, and adhering to them themselves where appropriate; 

Discuss safeguarding issues with their children, support the school in their safeguarding 
approaches, and reinforce appropriate safe behaviours at home; 

 Identify changes in behaviour which could indicate that their child is at risk of harm 
online; 

Seek help and support from the school, or other appropriate agencies, if they or their 
child encounters any safeguarding concern. 

Further information for parents and carers can be found in the policies section and 
within the links below.  Similarly parents or carers can discuss any worries or concerns 
directly with named staff through the ‘Contact Us’ section of the site.  

 


